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CHAPTER 26 
 
ACCESSORY USES, BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES 
 
Section 26.010. Purpose. 
Section 26.020. General Requirements. 
Section 26.030. Location of Accessory Buildings. 
Section 26.040. Maximum Coverage of Accessory 

Buildings. 
Section 26.050. Maximum Height of Accessory 

Buildings. 
Section 26.060. Architectural Considerations for 

Accessory Buildings and Structures. 
Section 26.070. Handicapped Access. 
Section 26.080. Accessory Uses. 
 
Section 26.010. Purpose. 
This Chapter identifies the requirements and general 
provisions, applicable in all zoning districts, for 
accessory uses, buildings and structures which are 
incidental and subordinate to the principal use and 
which are located on the same lot. 
 
Accessory uses, buildings and structures, incidental 
and subordinate to an established and authorized use as 
defined in Chapter 35, may be approved by the Zoning 
Administrator, provided that such accessory use(s), 
building(s) and structure(s) conform to the 
requirements of this Chapter.  Approval of an 
accessory use, building or structure may be reviewed 
and approved concurrently with the review and 
approval of the principal use or as an independent 
review and approval following the establishment of the 
principal use. 
 
Section 26.020. General Requirements. (Amended 
11/18/08) 

In addition to the use limitations and other regulations 
for the zoning district in which the accessory use, 
building or structure is proposed, no accessory use, 
building or structure shall be allowed unless it 
complies with the following requirements: 
 
A. All accessory use(s), building(s) or structure(s) 
shall be incidental and subordinate to the principal use 
or structure in area, extent, and purpose. 
 
B. An accessory use, building or structure shall be 
under the same ownership or control as the principal 
use or structure. 
 
C. No accessory use, building or structure shall be 
established or constructed before the principal use is in 

operation or the structure is under construction in 
accordance with the requirements of this Code. 
 
D. No signage shall be approved or maintained in 
connection with an accessory use or structure. 
 
E. No accessory building or structure shall include 
a residential dwelling or have kitchen facilities or be 
rented or otherwise used as a separate dwelling. 
 
F. Agricultural buildings used for agricultural 
purposes only, such as barns, silos, bins, and farm 
machinery sheds in the TH-5, A-5, A-1 and RA-1 
Agricultural zoning districts shall not be considered 
accessory buildings. Such buildings are principal 
agricultural buildings and shall comply with the bulk 
and intensity requirements of the zoning district they 
are located in. 
 
Section 26.030. Location of Accessory 
Buildings. (Amended 10/25/05; 7/10/07)) 
A. Front Yards

 

.  All accessory buildings and 
structures are prohibited in any required front yard 
area. 

B. Side Yards

 

.  The location of all accessory 
buildings and structures shall be as follows: 

1. Agriculture, Residential, Mixed Use and 
Planned Community Districts. 

(a) All accessory buildings and structures 
shall maintain the side yard required for the 
principal building, except that accessory 
buildings and structures located at least six 
(6) feet to the rear of the main building may 
have a minimum side yard of sixteen (16) 
inches, provided the accessory building or 
structure complies with the requirements of 
the International Building Code and 
International Fire Code and shall not be 
located closer than sixteen (16) feet to a 
dwelling on an adjacent lot or property and 
is not located within any required utility 
easement(s). 

 
2. Other Districts. 

(a) Accessory buildings and structures 
may be built to the side lot line in the 
Commercial (C), Technology and 
Manufacturing (T-M), Business Park (BP), 
Light Industrial (LI), Historical/Industrial 
(HI) and Industrial (I) districts provided the 
building and structure complies with all 
applicable requirements of the International 
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Building Code, the International Fire Code 
and is not located within any required 
utility easement(s) and is not subject to the 
requirements of Section 12-080(A)(2) of 
this Code. 

 
3. Corner Lots. 

(a) Notwithstanding Section 26.030 (B) 
(1) and Section 26.030 (B) (2) all accessory 
buildings and structures shall maintain the 
minimum corner side yard required for the 
principal building as identified in Table 05-
040-A and Table 05-040-B. 

 
C. Rear Yards.

 

  The location of accessory 
buildings and structures shall be as follows: 

1. Agriculture, Residential, Mixed Use and 
Planned Community Districts. 

(a) Accessory buildings and structures 
shall maintain the rear yard requirements 
for the principle structure as identified in 
Table 05-040-A, but may be located within 
sixteen (16) inches of the rear property line 
provided that the accessory building or 
structure is not subject to the requirements 
of Section 12-080(A)(2) of this Code and it 
meets all the applicable requirements of the 
International Building Code and the 
International Fire Code; except that 
accessory buildings and structures located 
in the rear yards of corner lots, located 
adjacent to the side yard of an adjacent lot 
shall not be closer than ten (10) feet to the 
rear property line and is not located within 
any required utility easement(s). 

 
2. Other Districts. 

(a) Accessory buildings and structures 
may be built to the rear lot line in the 
Commercial (C), Technology and 
Manufacturing (T-M), Business Park (BP), 
Light Industrial  (LI), Historical/Industrial 
(HI) and Industrial (I) districts  provided 
the building or structure is not subject to the 
requirements of Section 12-080(A)(2) of 
this Code and it  complies with all 
applicable requirements of the International 
Building Code and the International Fire 
Code and is not located within any required 
utility easement(s). 

 
Section 26.040. Maximum Coverage of 
Accessory Buildings and Structures. 

No accessory building(s) or structure(s) shall cover 
more than thirty (30%) of the rear yard of any lot or 
parcel as identified in Table 05-040-A and Table 05-
040-B, consistent with the requirements of Section 12-
020(G) of this Code. 
 
Section 26.050. Maximum Height of Accessory 
Buildings and Structures. (Amended 11/18/08) 
A. All accessory buildings and structures shall be 
limited to one (1) story. 
 
B. The maximum height of an accessory building 
shall be according to the following table:  

 
Zone District Classification 

 
Max. bld. 

Height 
 
TH-5, A-5, A-1, RA-1(>22,000 
sq. ft.), R-1-22 

 
28 ft. 

 
RA-1 (< 22,000 sq. ft.), R-1-15, 
R-1-12, R-1-10, R-1-8, R-2, R-
2.5, R-3, MU, PC, RC, all other 
non-residential zones. 

 
24 ft. 

 
Section 26.060.  Architectural Considerations. 
(New 11/18/08) 

Exterior building materials (including roofing)  and 
architectural designs and colors used for accessory 
buildings and structures are encouraged to be 
comparable to, or architecturally harmonious with, the 
existing main residential structure. 
 
Section 26.070. Handicapped Access. (Amended 
11/28/06) 
Uncovered handicapped access ramps are required to 
comply with the provisions of Section 12-020(E)(1).  
Covered handicapped ramps or any  other covered 
facilities for handicapped access that encroach into 
required setback and yard areas may be authorized by 
the Planning Commission as a Conditional Use by 
following the requirements and procedures of Chapter 
9. 
 
Section 26.080. Accessory Uses.  (Amended 10/14/03; 3/8/11) 

Tennis courts are required to maintain a minimum 
setback from side and rear property lines of fifteen 
(15) feet and must not be located within any required 
utility easements.  Swimming Pools are required to 
maintain a minimum setback from side and rear 
property lines of four (4) feet as identified in Section 
12.020(E)(2) and must not be located within any 
required utility easements.  


