Silk Production by the Relief Society
By Wester Potter

The leaves from mulberry trees are a primary food
source for silkworms. The trees must be more than
seventeen years old before they don't contain the tannin that
causes the silk to be a brownish color. Brigham Young's
"Forest Farm'" was all mulberry trees.

The reeling sheds where the cocoons were unwound,
after Kkilling the worm inside by putting them in boiling
water, were at the location of the Yalelcrest Wards Chapel
in Salt Lake.

There is a DUP monument at the site commemorating
the activity. There are few production records because it was
strictly a cottage activity just like baking bread.



