The Prophet Joseph Smith
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The Prophet Joseph Smith was born December 23, 1805, and was in his 25th
year when the Church was organized, April 6, 1830 and he was accepted and
sustained as the Presiding Elder of the church.

Nearly three years after the organization of the Church the First Presidency
was organized with Joseph Smith as president and with Sidney Rigdon and
Fredrick G. Williams as counselors.

Fredrick G. Williams was relieved from his position November 7, 1837, and
Hyrum Smith sustained as second counselor.

January, 1841, Hyrum Smith ordained to the office of Presiding Patriarch of
the Church and also to the Second Elder in the Church, a position held by Oliver
Cowdery. William Law was selected to be the Second Counselor in the First
Presidency. William Law became a bitter enemy of Joseph Smith and the church
and helped to bring about the death of the Prophet and Patriarch June, 17, 1844.

The Prophet Joseph Smith presided over the Church until the time of his
martyrdom, a period of a little over fourteen years. During this period the Church
was organized; moved from New York to Ohio, from Ohio to Jackson County,
Missouri, thence driven into Illinois.

At the time of the Prophet’s death, Nauvoo, the headquarters of the Church
was a thriving city, larger than Chicago or any city in the state of Illinois. The
population was about 20,000 souls.



