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George Kirkham, son George William and Mary Astington Kirkham, was
born March 11, 1852 in London, England.

Once, when he was a child, He was given up to die, but was miraculously
healed under the hands of Charles W. Penrose. Many years later in Salt Lake City,
he was called to administer to Brother Penrose.

He had a natural talent toward art, but at his mother’s bidding, he became an
architect and builder. Many buildings in Lehi were his creation. He did finish
carpentry on the St. George and Salt Lake Temples.

George was baptized at eight, ordained in all the quorums of the Priesthood,
ordained a Seventy December 31, 1873, in the sixty-eighth Quorum and became
one of the presidents. He went on a mission to England in 1888. Blessed with the
gift of healing, he went on call, day or night, to administer to the sick.

On the stage, he entertained with comic songs, stump speeches, clog dances
in the old Music Hall and Garff’s Opera House. He was bass drummer in the Lehi
Brass Band and bass fiddler and caller in the Kirkham Brothers Orchestra.

A member of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, he went with them to the
World’s Fair Exposition in Chicago in 1893. Upon his return, he made a concert
tour of Southern Utah with his little daughters Leah and Maude, furnishing music
and song and displaying a picture of the Choir and lecturing about the Chicago trip.

He married sisters, Mary and Sara Russon and to them twenty-one children
were born. He died March 6, 1923 and his wives and ten of his children have also
passed on.



