
In 1953, President Franklin D. Roosevelt through an executive order established the Works Progress Administration or better known as the WPA. Its purpose was to put the unemployed to work. Through the Works Progress Administration, thousands of outhouses were built during FDR’s administration called the New Deal between 1935 and 1943. One of the projects was upgrading rural sanitation by building or replacing out door toilets, better know as “Outhouses” in those days.
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While the New Deal programs supplied outhouses across the nation, the WPA concrete foundation and base provided a substantial change for rural American communities. These simple buildings are readily recognized due to their standardized plans.
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They were a 4’ 3” X 4’ 3” square wood frame building that was set on a concrete foundation. The height of the building was 7’ 6” in the front and 6’ 4” in the back creating a sloped roof overhanging shed roof with 7” trim boards on all four sides of the roof.

A concrete foundation was poured including the raised rectangular base for the wooden toilet seat and lid to sit on. A wooden keeper arm attached to side of the building was used to hold to lid up.
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The building was made of wooden boards on the exterior; usually a tongue and groove was used to build them, with a braced board door with a “Z” design on the interior and the front of the building divided in half with the door on the right half.
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There is a 4” round chimney vent behind the toilet base exiting through the roof of the outhouse.




There was a rectangular vent opening in the foundation on the right and left side of the floor for wooden hollow vent shafts exiting to the outside with screened vent frame work on the outside of the building.





My Outhouses.

Woneva Wilson Myers






Wooden arm latch to hold lid up.








Concrete base for toilet seat and lid.








“Z” pattern on the inside of the door, dividing in half.








2” vent around the entire interior of building.








4” Chimney behind toilet base.








Exterior vent with screen and framework.








Hollow Wooden vent shaft seating over an opening in the foundation floor venting to the outside of the building.








Metal clips in the concrete foundation are placed on all four sides of the floor to secure the building to the foundation.








Ben & Elva Whitby Myers


Outhouse.


Highland, Utah





“Fugal” Outhouse


Pleasant Grove, Utah





“Goode” Outhouse


Pleasant Grove, Utah





      Date of Construction.


Works Progress Administration








