Moustache Cups at the Hutchings Museum
By Ruth Tyson

Moustache Cups were invented in the mid 1800’s by an
English potter named Harvey Adams. In those Victorian
times, most men had impressive moustaches, and many men
waxed or even dyed their moustaches to keep them groomed
and curled and looking fabulous.

One such approach was the application of wax to the
bristles, which kept them stiffened in place and helped
ensure they were never unkempt: until tea time that is. The
steaming liquid contents and stains associated with tea
wrought havoc on a man’s appearance and it just wouldn’t
do.

Facial hair was exceptionally fashionable amongst men
of this era who took great pride in their appearance, and
subsequently devised ways to maintain their moustaches.
And of course, they drank tea. So, what happened was wax
would melt, and dye would run and gentlemen would get
embarrassed.

Be sure and ask them to show these cups when you come
and visit the Hutchings Museum this summer.



