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Referee:
	The Lehi Justice Court has authorized the use of a Referee to help manage the Court’s caseload and help you resolve your minor traffic or animal citation more quickly.  The Referee is a Court employee that has been delegated very specific and limited authority to initially screen cases involving these charges.

First Appearance:
	If you have been cited with a minor traffic violation or an animal charge under city ordinances,  you will be scheduled for a first appearance before the Referee.  At that appearance you will be shown a video as well as given a document that explains your rights to you.  You will be asked to read and sign that document.  The Referee can answer some procedural questions for you.  However, if you have significant questions regarding your rights, or if you refuse to sign either document, you will be re-scheduled at another time to talk with the judge.  
At your first appearance, the Referee will make available the following options to you:
1. If you do not wish to contest the citation, you may simply pay the fine amount.  This is called forfeiting bail.  A conviction of the violation will be entered on your record.  The fine amount is determined according to the Uniform Fine and Bail Schedule.  This schedule is published by the State of Utah and recommends fine amounts to be imposed for specific charges, to ensure uniformity from court to court. The referee does not have authority to reduce this amount.     
2. You may enter into a Plea in Abeyance (“PA”).  A “PA” is a plea agreement entered into between you (the Defendant) and the prosecutor (the City), and is approved and overseen by the Court.  In a “PA” you agree to plead “Guilty” or “No-Contest” to the charges in the citation.  However, the Court does not enter your plea at that time.  Rather, the plea is held for a period of 6 months.  After that 6-month period, if you have been compliant with the terms of the “PA” then the case is dismissed.  The advantage of a successful “PA” is that no conviction is entered on your record and you do not accumulate any points on your license.  (This is not the case if you have a CDL.  Therefore, you will not be offered a “PA” if you have a CDL.)  During the 6-month abeyance period, if it comes to the Court’s attention that you are not in compliance, then your guilty or no-contest plea will be automatically entered.  This will result in a conviction on your record, and you may be brought back into court for sentencing under the original charge.  The terms and conditions of the “PA” are standard, and the agreement will be in writing.  The terms included in the standard “PA” are that you will pay the fine amount recommended by the Uniform Fine and Bail Schedule plus an additional $25.  You will also be required to complete traffic school within 45 days.  Traffic school is completed on-line, and there is a $65 charge due to the provider when you sign up.  Finally, you may not have any additional traffic offenses during the 6-month period.  If you fail to pay the fine, fail to complete traffic school, or commit another traffic violation, your “PA” will be terminated as unsuccessful, and your plea and conviction will be entered.  
3. If you wish to contest the citation, simply inform the Referee of your decision.  The Referee will enter a “Not Guilty” plea on your behalf, and will schedule you for a pre-trial conference.  At the pre-trial conference you will have a chance to discuss your case with the prosecutor.  The Judge will then call your case to see if any resolution is possible, and if not, determine what additional steps need to be taken before scheduling the case for a trial. 
4. If you are in court on an animal violation pursuant to a city ordinance, the Referee will talk with you about your charge and any action you may have taken to remedy the situation giving rise to the citation.  If you present satisfactory proof that the condition has been resolved, and you do not have any prior similar violations, the Referee may be able to dismiss your case. 

If you have any questions or problems that the Referee cannot resolve, please let the Referee know and the Referee will schedule a hearing for you to talk with the Judge.


